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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in this 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended): A process for regenerating catalyst in a reaction system, wherein the 
process comprises the steps of: 

(a) contacting an oxygenate with a molecular sieve catalyst composition in a reactor 
under conditions effective to convert the oxygenate to light olefins and to form an at least 
partially coked molecular sieve catalyst composition; 

(b) directing the at least partially coked molecular sieve catalyst composition from 
the reactor to a catalyst regenerator; 

(c) separating air, using an air separation unit into at least two streams comprising an 
oxygen-containing regeneration medium and a nitrogen-containing stream: 

I£(c)]] £dl directing m the oxygen-containing regeneration medium from a* the air 
separation unit to the catalyst regenerator; 

[[(d).]] ££l contacting the regeneration medium with the at least partially coked 
molecular sieve catalyst composition in the catalyst regenerator under conditions 
effective to at least partially regenerate the at least partially coked molecular sieve 
catalyst composition and form a regenerated catalyst composition; and 
[[(e)]] £Q directing the regenerated catalyst composition from the catalyst 
regenerator to the reactor. 

2. (Original): The process of claim 1, wherein the regeneration medium has a temperature of 
from about 16°C to about 149°C at a point immediately before the regeneration medium is 
introduced into the catalyst regenerator. 

3. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the regeneration medium has a temperature of 
from about 27 Q C to about 93°C at a point immediately before the regeneration medium is 
introduced into the catalyst regenerator. 
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4. (Currently Amended): The process of claim 1, wherein the separation of air in the air 
separation unit farther comprises formi ng forms and oxygon fltroam, a nitrogen stream aa£ a 
compressed air stream. , and whoroin tho regeneration medium compris e s at least a portion of tho 
oxygen str - ea aftr 

5. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the regeneration medium further comprises at 
least a portion of the nitrogen stream. 

6. (Original): The process of claim 5, wherein the regeneration medium has an oxygen to 
nitrogen weight ratio of from about 0.05 to about 10 wt/wt. 

7. (Original): The process of claim 6, wherein the regeneration medium has an oxygen to 
nitrogen weight ratio of from about 0.1 to about 1.0 wt/wt 

8. (Original): The process of claim 7, wherein the regeneration medium has an oxygen to 
nitrogen weight ratio of from about 0.2 to about 0,5 wt/wt. 

9. (Currently Amended): The process of claim 2, wherein step [[(e)]] ££ comprises contacting the 
regenerated molecular sieve catalyst composition with a fluidizing stream under conditions 
effective to transport the regenerated molecular sieve catalyst composition in a fluidized manner 
from the catalyst regenerator to the reactor, wherein the fluidizing stream comprises at least a 
portion of the nitrogen stream. 

10. (Original): The process of claim 2 # wherein the reactor comprises a reaction zone and a 
disengaging zone, wherein the process further comprises the steps of: 

(a) directing the molecular sieve catalyst composition from the reaction zone to the 
disengaging zone; 

(b) yielding an olefin-contairnng effluent stream from the disengaging zone; 

(c) directing the molecular sieve catalyst composition from the disengaging zone to a 
standpipe, which is in fluid communication with the reaction 2one; and 

(d) contacting the molecular sieve catalyst composition with a fluidizing stream in the 
standpipe under conditions effective to transport the molecular sieve catalyst composition 
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in a fluidized manner from the standpipe to the reaction zone, wherein the fluidizing 
stream comprises at least a portion of the nitrogen stream. 

11. (Original): The process of claim 10, wherein the effluent stream further comprises a 
polymerization catalyst poison, the process further comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting at least a portion of the effluent stream with a molecular sieve particle 
under conditions effective to adsorbatively remove the polymerization catalyst poison 
therefrom and to form a poison-containing molecular sieve particle; and 

(b) contacting the poison-containing molecular sieve particle with at least a portion of 
the nitrogen stream under conditions effective to regenerate the poison-containing 
molecular sieve particle. 

12. (Original): The process of claim 10, wherein the effluent stream further comprises an 
unsaturated compound selected from the group consisting of acetylene, methyl acetylene, 
butadiene and propadiene, the process further comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting the unsaturated compound with a metal activated catalyst and a 
hydrogenation medium under conditions effective to hydrogenate the unsaturated 
compound and to form an at least partially coked metal activated catalyst; and 

(b) contacting the at least partially coked metal activated catalyst with a second 
regeneration medium under comlitions effective to convert the at least partially coked 
metal activated catalyst to a regenerated metal activated catalyst, wherein the second 
regeneration medium comprises at least a portion of the oxygen stream or at least a 
portion of the compressed air stream. 

13. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the reactor comprises a reaction zone and a 
disengaging zone, and wherein step (b) comprises directing the at least partially coked molecular 
sieve catalyst from the disengaging zone to the catalyst regenerator. 

14. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the process further comprises the step of: 

(a) operating a valve actuator with a portion of the compressed air stream such that 
the valve actuator is operable to open or close a valve. 

I:\SPC\LAW\Pioxxuliuii\EMCC Promikin^^MWBl^U^IMIMttSUS-iODfi^lZP-AnwBJmort !.l 1 l.ifac Page 4 Of 9 

PAGE 6111 ' RCVD AT 813(2006 1 :42:30 PM [Eastern DayOght Time] ' SVR:llSPTO-EFXRF-3/16 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:281 834 7413 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



AUG-03-2006 THU 12:44 Pil EXXONMOBIL FAX NO. 281 834 7413 P. 07 



Appl.No. 10/825,569 

Attorney Docket No.: 2004BQ25 

Amdt. dated July 29, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of May 16, 2006 

15. (Original): The process of claim 14, wherein the valve controls temperature of a process 
stream by modulating the flow rate of a heat exchanging medium. 

16. (Original): The process of claim 15, wherein the valve is operable to control the temperature 
of the oxygenate before step (a). 

17. (Original): The process of claim 14, wherein the valve is operable to control pressure of a 
process gas stream. 

1 8. (Original): The process of claim 14 5 wherein the valve controls the flow rate of one or more 
process streams. 

19. (Original): The process of claim IS, wherein the one or more process streams comprise a 
heat exchanging medium that heats a reboiler stream. 

20. (Original): The process of claim lii, wherein the one or more process streams comprise a 
heat exchanging medium that cools a condenser stream. 

21. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the oxygenate comprises methanol, the process 
further comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting natural gas with at least a portion of the oxygen stream in a syngas 
generator under conditions effective to convert the natural gas to syngas; and 

(b) contacting the syngas with a methanol synthesis catalyst in a methanol synthesis 
unit under conditions effective to convert at least a portion of the syngas to the methanol. 

22. (Original): The process of claim 21, wherein the natural gas comprises H 2 S, the process 
further comprising the steps of: 

(a) separating a majority of the H 2 S from the natural gas to form a separated H 2 S- 
containing stream; 

(b) contacting the separated H 2 S-containing stream with a portion of the oxygen 
stream or with a portion of the compressed air stream under conditions effective to 
convert a portion of the H 2 S in the separated H 2 S-containing stream to S02; and 

(c) contacting the S0 2 with residual H 2 S in the presence of a catalyst composition 
under conditions effective to form elemental sulfur and water. 

hWKM^wsp.v.wtfiiiiimXEMcc iwcuiiDi\2fl&t\2i)(u&^ t.in.u«: Page 5 of 9 

PAa7f11*R<mT8l3B0061:42:MPM 



AUG-03-2006 THU 12:44 PM EXXONMOBIL 



FAX NO. 281 834 7413 



P. 



AppKNo. lC/825,569 

Attorney Docket No.: 2004B025 

Amdt. dated July 29, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of May 16, 2006 

23. (Original): The process of claim 21, wherein the natural gas comprises water, the process 
further comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting at least a portion of the natural gas with a molecular sieve particle 
under conditions effective to adsorbativcly remove the water therefrom and form a water- 
containing molecular sieve particle; and 

(b) contacting the water-containing molecular sieve particle with at least a portion of 
the nitrogen stream under conditions effective to regenerate the water-containing 
molecular sieve particle. 

24. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the process further comprises the steps of: 

(a) contacting at least a portion of the light olefins with a polymerization catalyst 
under conditions effective to form a polymer; and 

(b) contacting the polymer with at least a portion of the nitrogen stream under 
condition effective to remove volatile compounds from the polymer. 

25. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the process further comprises the steps of: 

(a) contacting at least a portion of the light olefins with a polymerisation catalyst 
under conditions effective to form a polymer; and 

(b) blanketing the polymer with at least a portion of the nitrogen stream. 

26. (Original): The process of claim 25, wherein the polymer comprises polymer pellets. 

27. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the process further comprises the step of: 

(a) deriming a turboexpander in the reaction system by adding a portion of the 
nitrogen stream to the turboexpander. 

28. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the process further comprises the step of: 

(a) deriming a cold box in the reaction system by adding a portion of the nitrogen 
stream to the cold box. 

29. (Original): The process of claim 2, wherein the process further comprises the step of: 

(a) contacting at least a portion of the molecular sieve catalyst composition with a 
fluidizing stream under conditions effective to transport the at least a portion of the 
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molecular sieve catalyst composition in a fluidized manner from the reaction system to a 
catalyst storage unit, wherein the fluidizing stream comprises one or more of at least a 
portion of the oxygen stream, at least a portion of the nitrogen stream or at least a portion 
of the compressed air stream. 

30. (Original): The process of claim 29, wherein the process further comprises the step of: 

(a) blanketing the at least a portion of the molecular sieve catalyst composition in the 
catalyst storage unit with a blanketing medium selected from the group consisting of at 
least a portion of the nitrogen stream, at least a portion of the oxygen stream, at least a 
portion of the compressed air stream, and combinations thereof. 

31. (Original): The process of claim 2 S wherein the process further comprises the step of: 

(a) directing at least a portion of the oxygen stream or the compressed air stream 
from the air separation unit to an aerobic water treatment system for removing 
contaminants from a water-containing effluent stream. 
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